swissnex Shanghai presents:
New Sino Swiss Science Update

By Flavia Schlegel MD MAS, Executive Director swissnex Shanghai

wissnex Shanghai is fostering partnership between Chi-

na and Switzerland in the areas of science, technology,

innovation and higher education. swissnex Shanghai

initiates and facilitates cooperation between research-
ers, university professors and students of both countries.
Among other services swissnex coordinates the Chinese part of
the Sino-Swiss Science and Technology Cooperation program,
we provide council to individuals and institutions which want to
explore options of cooperation with the other country and we
organize workshops and seminars for better understanding of
each country’s strengths and challenges.

At the beginning of any scientific endeavor there is a ques-
tion. To find a good answer and a creative solution that can be
applied efficiently a strong link between researchers in Uni-
versity labs and in R+D divisions of private companies is key.
With the new Sino Swiss Science Update swissnex Shanghai
is reaching out to the business community to talk about Sino
Swiss developments and initiatives in science and technology.
| would like to thank the Bridge team for their offer and effort to
integrate the Science Update in the Bridge magazine and ETH
Zurich for making this contribution possible.
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Impact of the Economic Crisis on Science and Education

By Markus Reubi, Science and Technology Counsellor, Swiss Embassy in China

s companies are closing their doors or turning down

their recruitment activities due to the economic slow-

down, students in China and all over the world worry

about their future on the job market. At the beginning of
2009, it is reported that among the graduates of 2008, about 1
million had not secured a job in mainland China. This summer,
they will be joined by an estimated 6 million fresh graduates to
fight for jobs. Dealing with this challenge is one of the top priori-
ties for the Chinese government.

There is little doubt among policy advisors, that vocational
education is crucial to economic development and job-creation.
In China, vocational school graduates are less paid and less
respected than university graduates. Switzerland is often cited
as one of the leading countries, which managed to upgrade vo-
cational education and to establish a so called “dual system” of
vocational and academic education.

Looking at science, the question of course remains whether
the financial crisis will also haunt the laboratories in China.
Chinas gross expenditure on R&D (GERD) as % of GDP has

increased from 0.95% in 2001 to 1.49% in 2007. Will the targets
(2.0% by 2010, 2.5% by 2020) be reached? While the credit
crunch is shredding R&D budgets inside many institutions and
corporations, some in the research community are seeing op-
portunities amid the crisis. While production lines with out-of-
date technologies are being shut down, the government is in-
vesting more and more into innovation, which in turn is creating
more jobs for R&D personnel.

Whether the economic crisis will have negative effects on
students’ and researchers’ mobility or not, remains to be seen.
According to the Ministry of Education, the number of foreigners
studying in mainland China exceeded 220’000 in 2008, 14% up
from 2007. Those who study in China expect to be better posi-
tioned to compete for jobs in their home countries as well as in
China. Every year China provides more than 13’000 scholarships
to foreign students (48 to Switzerland) and the National Natural
Science Foundation has started an attractive research fellowship
scheme for international young scientists — an interesting oppor-
tunity to discover for Swiss students and researchers.
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